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Ireland has a unique opportunity 
to establish a new platform for 
economic growth – by supporting 
and investing in the clean 
technology (cleantech) sector. 
Cleantech can create nearly 
80,000 jobs across the Irish 
economy and boost GDP by €3.9 
billion by 2020, according to Ernst 
& Young’s “Cleantech Ireland” 
report (2012). 

In the last decade, investment in cleantech by 

international funds has grown remarkably, and 

cleantech is the fastest-growing industry in some 

countries, such as Canada1. The global cleantech 

market is estimated at $5.5 trillion per annum, with 

annual growth projected at 4.1 percent2. If Ireland 

gives cleantech adequate priority, our economic 

growth potential is significant – quite apart from 

the environmental and social benefits. 

The Department of Jobs, Enterprise and 

Innovation, in its report Delivering our Green 

Potential3, cites the green economy as a sector 

that “provides significant opportunities for Irish-

based companies to export innovative goods and 

services and for Ireland to attract growing volumes 

of foreign investment in the Green Economy”. 

The green economy’s contribution to the overall 

Irish economy was estimated at €2.8bn by Forfás4  

while the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland 

(SEAI) estimated that €1.4bn–€1.6bn is invested 

annually in the Irish sustainable energy supply 

chain5. However, there is a lack of comprehensive 

and quantifiable data on the overall contribution 

by the broad cleantech sector to the Irish 

economy.

First comprehensive analysis
Taking a lead in quantifying the broad cleantech 

sector’s value to Ireland’s economy, The Green 

Way has completed the first comprehensive 

analysis of the sector. This analysis defines 

the sector and who is in it; then identifies key 

strengths of Irish cleantech and the major 

opportunities that focused development of the 

sector will give rise to. 

Cleantech as a sector is broad. Simply defined, 

it involves the development, production and 

deployment of goods and services that help 

organisations and individuals to become more 

resource-efficient, where resources refer to 

energy, water and/or waste. It spans 10 areas, 

ranging from more established areas focused on 

Energy Production & Distribution, to high-growth 

areas such as Energy Management and emerging 

ones such as Clean Web & Clean Manufacturing. 

Coming clean       
Why we need to size up cleantech’s 
contribution to the economy

1 2014 Canadian Clean Technology Industry Report. Analytica Advisors. http://www.analytica-advisors.com/publications 

2 Department of Business Innovation and Skills (BIS). 2013. Low Carbon Environmental Goods and Services (LCEGS) https://www.gov.uk/government/
uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/224068/bis-13-p143-low-carbon-and-environmental-goods-and-services-report-2011-12.pdf 

3 http://www.djei.ie/publications/enterprise/2012/Delivering_Our_Green_Potential.pdf 

4 Forfas.2009. Developing the Green Economy in Ireland. Report of the High-Level Group on Green Enterprise: http://www.forfas.ie/media/dete091202_
green_economy.pdf 

5 SEAI. 2014. Ireland’s Sustainable Energy Supply Chain Opportunity: www.seai.ie/Energy_Modelling_Group_Publications/Opportunity.pdf 

The global cleantech market 
is estimated at $5.5 trillion 
per annum with annual growth 
projected at 4.1 percent 
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$36 trillion investment
By understanding the sector better, The Green 

Way and its partners can help Irish-based 

organisations to identify business opportunities 

nationally and internationally. By adopting a 

local to global approach, we can support Irish 

companies to secure part of the $36 trillion to 

be invested in clean technologies to 2050, as 

estimated by the United Nations. 

We are doing this through a range of collaborative 

partnerships. We work with international 

organisations such as the Global Cleantech 

Cluster Association (GCCA). The Green Way 

also works in partnership with Irish clusters, 

such as Energy Cork and the Smart Eco Hub, 

to secure opportunities for Irish companies. In 

particular, together with Energy Cork, we have 

secured a prestigious partnership with Climate 

KIC (Knowledge Innovation Community) – one of 

Europe’s most pretigious low-carbon initiatives.  

Irish companies have both the capability and the 

opportunity to develop and sell best practice in 

services and technology at both national and 

international level. The Green Way can play a 

pivotal role in supporting them in achieving this. 

It is our vision to have a thriving ecosystem of 

cleantech innovators in Ireland, and our founders 

support this in a number of ways, including:

•	 Driving	a	demand	for	goods	and	services. 

This includes the retrofit of existing buildings 

and construction of new build to high energy 

efficiency standards. Use of traffic control 

systems and solutions to support transport 

modal shift also underpin this drive. 

•	 Innovation	in	the	Dublin	Living	Lab. Founders 

of The Green Way allow innovators to use their 

infrastructure – buildings, networks, people – to 

test new products and services. Founders will 

also act as a user group and provide feedback 

on test solutions, thus driving innovation and 

productivity. 

If adequately incentivised and capitalised, the 

cleantech industry can contribute hugely to our 

long-term economic growth, to sustainable job 

creation, and to the emergence of world-class 

Irish companies. It can also bring about increased 

energy and resource security and efficiency. 

Globally governments are committing significant 

money to cleantech investments. The race to 

capture the massive growth opportunity that 

cleantech offers has begun. 

This, our first Cleantech in Ireland Report, forms 

a baseline for future publications. It is one step 

along the path towards establishing a thriving 

cleantech ecosystem in Ireland. We hope you will 

find this report useful and look forward to your 

input to future publications.

Ronan King

Chairman,  

The Green Way

Aideen O’Hora

Executive Director, 

The Green Way

http://www.globalcleantech.org/
http://www.globalcleantech.org/
http://www.energycork.ie/
http://smartecohub.com/
http://www.climate-kic.org/
http://www.climate-kic.org/
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Ireland is recognised interna-
tionally for its sustainability 
and cleantech successes, and is 
positively benchmarked across 
a range of international indices:

•	 Ranked	5th	of	40	nations	in	the	2014	Global	

Cleantech Innovation Index in terms of its 

emerging Cleantech Innovations

•	 Ranked	10th	of	40	countries	across	all	Global	

Cleantech Innovation indices

•	 Ranked	2nd	of	27	European	nations	for	RD&I	

Inputs – EU’s Eco Observatory Index 

•	 Ranked	1st	in	Forbes	‘Top	25	Countries	to	Do	

Business In’ in 2013

•	 Home	to	4	successive		winners	of	Global	

Cleantech Cluster Association Later Stage 

Awards 

Dublin, in which over 52% of Ireland’s 540 

cleantech companies and c.85% of Irish cleantech 

employees are based, is an innovative hub for the 

Irish cleantech sector.

The	Irish	cleantech	ecosystem
The Irish cleantech sector is effectively an 

ecosystem, with three broad components:

•	 Trading organisations, which operate 

commercially in providing a clean technology-

related product and/or service

•	 Academic & research organisations, which act 

as the key drivers of innovation

•	 Supporting & enabling organisations, which 

advocate for issues relating to the deployment 

of clean technologies

Fig 1: Irish cleantech’s ecosystem components

cleantech Ireland, 
taking local global

Ireland	ranks	high 
in global cleantech benchmarks

Trading
Organisations

540

Academic
& Research

Organisations

94
Supporting
& Enabling

Organisations

37

Cleantech
Ecosystem
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Cleantech Categorisation
Cleantech has many categorisations, each 

responding to various market needs. A verifiable 

system to monitor the sector is required. The first 

step is to define and establish categorisations. Fig. 

2 shows 10 top-level categories (for full definitions, 

go to www.thegreenway.ie). 

Fig 2: Ten Cleantech Categories

Energy Production & Distribution 

Energy Efficiency & Management

Energy Storage 

Waste

Water 

Transport

Air 

Agriculture & Forestry

Clean Industry 

Clean Web

Overview	of	Irish	cleantech	trading	
organisations
Irish companies demonstrate strong capability and 

international reach in two of these sectors. Energy 

Production & Distribution and Energy Efficiency & 

Management account for over 50% of all cleantech 

organisations operating in Ireland (see Fig. 3).

Fig. 3: Irish cleantech by sector
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Energy Production and Distribution, 29% 

(185 companies)

Energy Efficiency & Management, 27%   

(174	companies)

Waste, 10% (64 companies)

Water, 8% (52 companies)

Cleanweb, 7% (43 companies)

Clean industry, 6% (36 companies)

Energy Storage, 4% (24 companies)

Transport, 3% (23 companies)

Air, 3% (21 companies)

Agriculture & Forestry, 3%	(17	companies)

Energy Production & 
Distribution	is	the	largest	
cleantech	sector	in	Ireland,	
accounting	for	29%	of	the	
540	Irish	cleantech	firms.
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The Irish cleantech sector has developed core 

competencies, particularly in the areas of 

Energy Production & Distribution through its 

widescale involvement in renewable infrastructure 

development, construction and operation. Firms 

such as Mainstream Renewable Power and 

BNRG Renewables lead the way in developing 

utility-scale wind and solar-power generation 

infrastructure across the globe. 

Irish firms also dominate in Energy Efficiency 

& Management. Companies such as Cylon, 

ResourceKraft and Crowley Carbon have built a 

strong international presence through leading-

edge technologies and services. 

Fig. 4: Irish cleantech by organisation type

 

A strong knowledge base: 
74%	of	Ireland’s	cleantech	
firms	provide	a	service	
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Product Manufacturer, 25% (134 companies)

Service Provider, 18% (95 companies)

Service (Supporting), 15% (81 companies)

Service (Technical), 13%	(71	companies)

Product Mfg & Service, 10% (56 companies)

Product Distributor, 10% (51 companies)

Service (Financial & Legal), 6% (33 companies)

Product Dist & Service, 2% (11 companies)

Product Dist & Retailer, 1% (6 companies)

http://mainstreamrp.com/
http://www.bnrg.ie/
http://www.cylon.com/ie/
http://www.resourcekraft.com/
http://www.crowleycarbon.com/
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Developing	the	Irish	cleantech	sector	
The Irish cleantech sector is growing. A 2010 

Enterprise Ireland report listed just under 200 

cleantech companies. Within a short period, that 

total has risen to 540 organisations. 

Since 2010, cleantech as a category has evolved 

significantly. The knowledge base is strong; over 

70%	of	Irish	cleantech	organisations	provide	or	

deliver a service (Fig. 4). Many finance, legal 

and engineering professionals now specialise in 

cleantech and are an integral part of the cleantech 

supply chain, thus underpinning Ireland’s strength 

in service-based solutions. 

Moreover, the convergence of ICT across many 

cleantech sectors makes it, too, an integral part of 

the overall ecosystem. Leveraging competencies 

in ICT and data analytics to develop innovative 

resource management software tools (e.g. Carma 

in the transportation sector), these companies 

can	be	categorised	in	the	emerging	‘Cleanweb’	

category.

Globally, cleantech investment is on the rise 

again following a small slowdown in 2012. The 

first quarter of 2014 was among the most active 

periods for clean technology investments in the 

past five years, according to CrunchBase6. 

The	Global	Cleantech	Innovation	
Index	2014	ranked	Ireland	in	
the top ten Cleantech Start-up 
Generator countries.

6	 http://info.crunchbase.com/2014/07/cleantechs-death-has-been-greatly-exaggerated/	

https://carmacarpool.com/
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Strengths and Trends
in Irish Cleantech

Ireland is particularly strong in 
the energy sector (production, 
distribution, efficiency and 
management). Economic activity 
in this sector is driven by service-
based organisations, exporting a 
knowledge base of skills and global 
experience in largescale projects 
driven by Irish companies and 
professionals. In some cases there 
is a marked correlation between a 
strong Irish sector and national and 
European policy emphasis. This is 
clearly evident in the energy sector 
with over half of Irish cleantech 
organisations – or 57% - involved 
in the energy sector. Why? Europe 
and Ireland are working to well-
publicised and ambitious 2020 
and 2030 targets. In order to meet 
these targets new solutions are 
required and this has stimulated 
the sector.

Financial, legal and engineering capabilities are 

crucial for the development of Irish cleantech 

and its capacity to export its knowledge-based 

expertise. The increasing supply-chain integration 

enables Irish firms to offer end-to-end delivery of 

cleantech projects across the world.

In some sectors, there is limited emergence of 

cleantech solutions – for example, in agriculture. 

This may be due to greater complexity in the de-

velopment of solutions, higher entry costs (scien-

tific research needed to get product to market), 

and less evident or less reliable yields for investors 

compared to the more mature energy sector.

Almost 80% of these organisations are SMEs (see 

Fig. 5), but the convergence of Ireland’s SME sector 

with indigenous and FDI multinationals provides a 

dynamic intersection where innovation and ideas 

can flourish. In addition to the ICT multinationals, 

Ireland has a strong presence from global firms 

such as Siemens, Schneider Electric and Veolia – all 

with a keen focus on the cleantech sector.

Fig. 5: Ireland’s cleantech ecosystem by firm size
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http://www.siemens.com/
http://www.schneider-electric.com
http://www.veolia.ie/
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Emerging	areas	of	opportunity:	
water and cleanweb
In contrast, the water sector is one of the best 

areas of opportunity. A recent World Bank report7 

estimated the opportunity for water-focused clean 

technologies at US$3.6trn in the developing world 

alone. In Ireland, the number of firms specialising 

in this sector is growing, albeit from a low base. 

Cleanweb, supported by the presence of Ireland’s 

international ICT cluster, is also a good area of 

opportunity. Foreign direct investment (FDI), 

particularly in the ICT sector, raises the export 

potential of Irish cleantech and is supporting 

convergence of the ICT and cleantech sectors. 

The rapid growth of the Internet of Things (IoT) 

will spur cleantech innovation, while the presence 

in Ireland of international players such as CISCO, 

IBM and Intel is pushing innovative communities to 

emerge and work together.

Financing global sustainability 
development
The Green International Financial Service Centre 

(GIFSC) is now recognised as a global leader in 

sustainability finance. The GIFSC is accelerating 

the growth of sustainability assets managed, 

domiciled or serviced from today’s US$25 

billion to US$200 billion by 2020, underpinned 

by an enabling tax, regulatory and compliance 

framework. The Green Way works in collaboration 

with the GIFSC to connect the international 

sustainability finance community with Ireland’s 

indigenous export driven cleantech innovators.

Export	orientation	growing,		 	
but research limited
Ireland demonstrates strong potential in some 

areas of cleantech, but continuous development 

is needed in other areas. Around 25% of cleantech 

firms are export-focused. This compares 

well internationally, but there is scope for 

improvement. Meanwhile, only an estimated 8% 

of cleantech trading organisations are involved in 

ongoing Research & Development. 

Start-up generation strong   
but commercialisation lags behind
Leading incubation centres such as DIT	Hothouse 

and	DCU	Invent provide vital business supports 

for early-stage cleantech companies. They provide 

incubation space and support programmes 

to help commercialise products and services. 

Other incubation centres include Nova (UCD), 

Rubicon (CIT) and the National	Digital	Research	

Centre. Focusing on later-stage companies, the 

DCU	Cleantech	Innovation	Campus supports 

companies wishing to cluster in a single location 

and leverages connectivity with DCU’s research 

and academic departments.

Ireland ranks high across a range of cleantech 

innovation indices. High-profile, successful 

spinouts include Cylon,	Green Egg Technologies,	

OxyMem and Wattics. The Cleantech Group 

Global Cleantech Innovation Index 2014 ranks 

Ireland among the top 10 Cleantech Start-up 

Generator countries (as providing the right set 

of innovation tools and stimuli for local start-

ups). However, the report also states that Ireland 

is barely above average for commercialised 

cleantech innovation. Academic organisations and 

state agencies realise that more needs to be done 

to encourage university spin-outs and maximise 

revenue and market opportunities for existing and 

new ventures. 

The Green Way is supporting innovation in the 

sector and, with Energy Cork, has developed 

the Low-Carbon	Accelerator	Programme 

in partnership with Climate KIC. Starting in 

2014, it connects promising start-ups with the 

right experts to refine business plans, develop 

entrepreneurial skills, and meet with industry 

stakeholders nationally and Europe-wide. Ten Irish 

companies participated in the 2014 Accelerator, 

and this includes MCL Analytics, Tech Turbines, 

TreBio, Sixth, South West Energy Solutions, 

Handyscan, Rory Kelleher, Tuen Ltd, Tartarus 

Energy Ltd, and SysPro. 

In 2015, The Green Way will work with Energy 

Cork to support more start-up companies 

through this programme, and provide the tools, 

opportunities and network to transform ideas into 

commercial success.

7	 The	World	Bank	.	2014.	Building	Competitive	Green	Industries:	The	Climate	and	Clean	Technology	Opportunity	for	Developing	Countries.	
http://www.infodev.org/infodev-files/green-industries.pdf

http://www.cisco.com/
http://www.ibm.com/ie/en/
http://www.intel.ie/
http://www.gifsc.ie/
http://www.gifsc.ie/
http://dit.ie/hothouse/
http://www.dcu.ie/invent/index.shtml
http://www.dcu.ie/innovation-campus.shtml
http://www.cylon.com/ie/
http://www.greenegg.ie/
http://www.oxymem.com/
http://www.wattics.com/
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Vibrant	academic,	research	and	
incubation environment
The academic, research and incubation 

environment in place for Irish cleantech is 

substantial, with 95 academic and research 

centres in total across Ireland. More than half  

(48) are located in Dublin. 

Fig 6: Ireland’s Academic, Research and 

Incubation Environment

Incubation/innovation centres 24

University centres of research 38

Science Foundation Ireland centres 11

Technology gateways 10

Technology centres 11

These centres cover a wide array of technical 

disciplines with direct focus on scientific themes. 

There are 38 individual research centres in 

universities and institutes of technology, and a 

further 32 cross-institutional initiatives focusing 

on applied research in collaboration with key 

industrial partners and state agencies such as 

Science Foundation Ireland.  

National research centres play 
key role in developing clean 
technologies
These centres – many of them interdisciplinary 

– include the Environmental Sustainability & 

Health Institute (DIT), Water Institute (DCU) and 

Earth Institute (UCD), which lead the way. The 

academic centres located in DCU focus on areas 

such as Plasma Technology (NCPST) and Sensor 

Technology (NCSR), while DIT’s FOCAS institute 

houses a number of centres such as the Centre 

for Research in Engineering Surface Technology 

(CREST) and the Biomedical and Environmental 

Sensing Centre. Other research centres with a 

cleantech focus include the Electricity Research 

Centre (UCD) and Tyndall Institute (UCC). 

Industry-driven	cross-university	
applied research communities are 
contributing strongly to cleantech 
innovation outputs
These research communities include: 

•	 International	Energy	Research	Centre	(IERC) 

•	 Insight Centre for Data Analytics

•	 Centre	for	Applied	Data	Analytics	Research	

(CeADAR)

•	 Irish	Centre	for	Cloud	Computing	&	Commerce	

(IC4)

•	 Dublin Energy Lab

•	 Sustainable	Electrical	Energy	Systems	Strategic	

Research Cluster (SEES)

•	 Centre	for	Research	on	Adaptive	

Nanostructures and Nanodevices (CRANN) 

•	 Advanced	Materials	and	Bioengineering	

Research Centre (AMBER) 

All are key players in the commercialisation of 

academic research, they are attracting private-

sector funding; both at multinational and SME 

level, into the research community to deliver 

applied research outputs for industry.

DCU Innovation Campus, host to Ireland’s first 

Hardware Hackathon

http://www.dit.ie/eshi/
http://www.dit.ie/eshi/
http://earth.ucd.ie/
http://www.dcu.ie/ncpst/index.shtml
http://www.ncsr.ie/
http://www.dit.ie/focas/
http://www.crestdit.com/
http://arrow.dit.ie/biom/
http://arrow.dit.ie/biom/
http://erc.ucd.ie/
http://erc.ucd.ie/
https://www.tyndall.ie/
http://www.ierc.ie/
https://www.insight-centre.org/
http://www.ucd.ie/ceadar/
http://www.ic4.ie/
http://www.dit.ie/dublinenergylab/
http://erc.ucd.ie/projects/sees-cluster/
http://www.crann.tcd.ie/
http://ambercentre.ie/
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Energy	Production	&	Distribution

•	 Market	leaders	in	infrastructure	development	include	Mainstream	Renewable	Power and BNRG 

Renewables.

•	 OpenHydro designs and manufactures marine turbines to generate renewable energy from tidal 

streams. 

•	 Power Capital focuses on sustainable energy global investments, mainly photovoltaics but also wind. 

•	 Exergyn has developed world-leading technology that converts low-grade waste heat to electrical or 

mechanical power. 

Energy	Efficiency	&	Management

•	 Cylon is an international leader in Building Energy Management Systems, deploying technology 

solutions around the world. 

•	 Frontline Energy, an innovative Irish Energy Services company, delivers district heating and smart 

energy management solutions across Ireland and the UK. 

•	 SELC, a global leader in street lighting, pioneered the global expansion of SMART dimmable 

electronic ballasts, created long-life photocells, and innovative solar time switches. 

•	 FenestraPro provides a cloud-based software tool for architects to optimise design of non-domestic 

building façades in the early stages.

Waste

•	 SmartBin, an award-winning SaaS solutions company, provides intelligent monitoring solutions 

for many types of remote waste container assets. It is revolutionising how waste and recycling 

companies across the globe can service their remote assets.

Energy Storage

•	 Dublin-based	REDT is leading the way with its Energy Storage Vanadium-Redox storage systems. 

•	 Glen	Dimplex, the world’s largest manufacturer of electrical heating, is enabling energy storage at 

domestic level through its Smart Energy Thermal Storage Solutions (SETS), such as the Quantum 

storage heater.

The Irish cleantech ecosystem is dominated by innovative, agile enterprises that are making a 

strong impact across the globe. Four Irish companies have won successive Global Cleantech Cluster 

Association (GCCA) Later Stage Awards: Open	Hydro,	Imperative	Energy,	Cylon, and Hanley Energy. 

A small selection of the 540 smart innovative organisations that are extending Ireland’s global 

cleantech reach are showcased below.

Irish cleantech
leading a global market

http://mainstreamrp.com/
http://www.bnrg.ie/
http://www.bnrg.ie/
http://www.openhydro.com/home.html
http://www.powercapital.ie/
https://www.exergyn.com/
http://www.cylon.com/ie/
http://frontlineenergy.ie/
http://www.selc.ie/
http://www.fenestrapro.com/
http://smartbin.com/
http://redtenergy.com/
http://www.glendimplex.com/
http://www.imperativeenergy.ie/
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Transport

•	 Traditional	utility	companies	such	as	ESB are driving innovation. ESB is deploying electric vehicle 

(EV) charging infrastructure as part of their E-car programme. 

•	 Complementing	this	are	companies	such	as	M2C, a leading developer of EV charging technology. 

•	 Bord Gáis Networks is beginning to develop infrastructure for compressed natural gas (CNG) as a 

fuel of choice for Irish fleets, ultimately supporting lower emissions. 

Water

•	 OxyMem is revolutionising the wastewater industry globally with its smart aeration technology, which 

allows much more energy-efficient treatment of wastewater. 

•	 Butler	Manufacturing	Services, a manufacturing and R&D company, specialising in prefabricated 

wastewater treatment and surface water solutions for global application.

Cleanweb

•	 Innovative	companies	such	as	Liberator	Aero harness the power of the web and data analytics to 

drive resource efficiencies in transportation. 

•	 Hanley Energy specialises in the design, installation and support of energy management and critical 

power solutions for industry. 

Agriculture & Forestry

•	 Coillte Enterprise is leveraging the state’s national forests to deliver innovative sustainable product 

and services from biomass to wood panels, as well as the development of renewable energy projects. 

•	 Compass	Informatics applies core technology & GIS skills to a wide range of sectors including land, 

water and planning, and operates Ireland’s National Biodiversity Data Centre. 

Air

•	 Carbon Control has received global recognition for its innovative software and Carbon Control 

Market. 

Clean	Industry

•	 Cube Cleantech is leading the charge in the clean industry sector, delivering sustainable laboratories 

and research environments, from design to delivery phases. 

ESB Ecars host Climate KIC delegation

http://www.esb.ie/
http://www.m2c.ie/
http://www.bordgaisnetworks.ie/
http://www.oxymem.com/
http://www.butlerms.com/
http://www.liberator.aero/
http://www.hanleyenergy.ie/
http://www.coillte.ie/coillteenterprise/
http://www.compass.ie/
http://www.carboncontrol.com/
http://cctech.eu/
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To thrive in Ireland, the cleantech 
sector requires innovators, 
entrepreneurs, enablers and users 
of its technologies and services. 
It also demands a strong and 
connected academic and research 
community, together with public-
sector support. 

The Irish government has created favourable 

socio-economic policy and taxation structures 

that support the deployment of energy-efficient 

and environmentally friendly technologies, and 

the move to renewable energy production. Ireland 

continues to build and develop its integrated 

approach, leveraging state agencies and private-

sector collaborations to create a supportive 

environment for cleantech innovation and 

deployment. 

Ireland’s progress in cleantech to date is evident 

in its:

•	 Strong	performance	in	international	indices

•	 Core	competencies	in	the	energy	sectors

•	 Strong	supporting	ecosystem

However, only 25% of Irish cleantech trading 

organisations are trading internationally, and a 

large portion of this trade is dominated by Irish-

based multinationals in the Energy Production & 

Distribution and Energy Efficiency & Management 

sectors.

Industry, academia and the public sector must 

continue to develop, refine and improve Ireland’s 

cleantech capabilities, benchmarking the country 

against the leading cleantech countries or regions 

such as Denmark, California and Israel. 

The Green Way – in collaboration with its 

founders – will work with cleantech organisations 

to develop a robust Irish cleantech ecosystem. 

As a cleantech cluster, The Green Way connects 

organisations across industry, academia and state 

and encourages collaboration to achieve common 

objectives for the sector. Specifically academic 

partners, DIT and DCU, provide research-

support to companies; they also support the 

commercialisation process through provision of 

support services, as well as provision of incubation 

and innovation space. 

Connecting the academic and research 

community with industry is vital. Organisations 

such as Dublin Airport Authority (DAA), Dublin 

City Council (DCC) and Fingal County Council 

(FCC) will drive the demand for innovative 

goods and services, as they continually push to 

be exemplar in their quest to minimise energy 

and resource consumption. DAA is pushing the 

boundary in how they wish to connect with the 

cleantech sector and is currently working on 

projects to develop a low-carbon hub at Dublin 

airport. DAA and ESB recently announced a 

collaborative agreement to introduce advanced 

low carbon technologies and achieve energy 

savings of 30% at Dublin airport.

Development and deployment of best-in-

class cleantech solutions will drive a strong, 

competitive, export-led Irish cleantech sector. 

Public and private sectors must work together in a 

culture of open innovation that enables consumers 

of clean technology to become part of its 

development. The Green Way and its founders are 

taking a lead in this collaboration. Acceptance and 

uptake of these technologies will enable Ireland to 

become a global cleantech leader and truly bring 

local to global.

What’s the outlook 
for Ireland’s cleantech sector?

Irish Innovators at Hardware Hackathon

http://www.dit.ie/
http://www.dcu.ie/
http://www.daa.ie/
http://www.dublincity.ie/
http://www.dublincity.ie/
http://www.fingalcoco.ie/
http://www.fingalcoco.ie/
http://www.esb.ie/


About this report

About The Green Way

This	is	the	first	analysis	of	the	Irish	cleantech	

ecosystem.	In	conducting	the	analysis,	10	cleantech	

categories	were	identified,	derived	in	principle	

from	Kachan’s	taxonomy8.	This	was	further	

subdivided	into	organisation	types	(product	or	

service),	and	size	(sole	trader	to	multinational).	

The	names	of	the	540	cleantech	companies	were	

collated	from	Enterprise	Ireland,	Forfás,	SEAI	and	

other	state	agencies	listings,	and	integrated	with	

The	Green	Way’s	existing	database.	

This	first	report	creates	a	benchmark	of	who	is	

active	in	the	industry.	It	is	a	snapshot	and	in	its	

2015	follow	up,	The	Green	Way	will:

1.	 Identify	new	entrants	

2.	 Identify	new	activities	of	existing	companies

3.	Collect	key	information	from	companies	so	as	

to	quantify	the	sector	(e.g.	employee	numbers,	

revenues,	investment	in	R&D)

The	Green	Way	is	at	the	centre	of	Irish	cleantech	

development.	It	is	working	with	its	founders	

to	develop	a	thriving	cleantech	ecosystem	

and	provide	opportunities	for	deployment	of	

technology	and	services.	

Our	vision	is to have a thriving ecosystem of 

cleantech innovators in Ireland.	

Our	purpose	is	to	stimulate the development 

of Ireland’s cleantech economy and to promote 

Ireland’s cleantech leadership globally.	This	will	

be	achieved	by	developing	an	internationally	

recognised	cleantech	cluster,	anchored	in	

Dublin,	which	supports	innovation,	economic	

development	and	job	creation	for	cleantech	

companies.	

Our	method	is	using	a	‘collaborative	cluster’	

approach	to	connect	industry,	government	and	

researchers	to	develop,	test,	promote	and	deploy	

clean	technology	solutions	both	nationally	and	

internationally	–	thus	driving	national	and	global	

transformation	to	low-carbon	and	resource-

efficient	societies.	In	particular,	founders	of	The	

Green	Way	will	stimulate	the	demand	for	goods	

and	services	through	transformational	projects.	

The Green Way:

•	 Is	the	Irish	representative	of	the	Global	

Cleantech	Cluster	Association	(GCCA)

•	 Is	a	member	of	ReNEW	(Resource	Innovation	

Network	for	European	Waste):	a	€4.88m	

Interreg	IVB	North	West	Europe	scheme	

delivering	innovations	for	the	waste	supply	

chain	through	promoting	recovery	of	valuable	

materials	from	waste	

•	 Is	coordinating	an	Enterprise	Ireland	Living	Lab	

Project	with	a	consortium	that	includes	Intel,	

IBM,	Glen	Dimplex,	Cylon,	Energy	Solutions,	

Rediscovery	Centre,	M2C	and	Esave,	in	a	

project	facilitated	by	DIT	and	DCU,	and	that	is	

developing	Guidelines for a Living Lab	

•	 Secured	membership,	along	with	founding	

partners,	of	the	European	Network	of	Living	

Labs	(ENoLL)	for	the	Dublin	Living	Lab

•	 Partnered	with	Energy	Cork	to	secure	

€250,000	per	annum	for	Irish	organisations	

under	the	Climate	Knowledge	Innovation	

Community	(Climate	KIC)	Outreach	

Programme,	one	of	Europe’s	largest	public-

private	innovation	partnerships	focused	on	

climate	change.	Irish	participation	in	this	is	an	

important	milestone	for	Ireland

•	 Partnered	with	ACTION	(Association	of	CleanTech	

Incubators	of	New	England)	to	accelerate	the	

commercialisation	and	globalisation	of	clean	

technologies	and	innovations.

8	 http://www.kachan.com/content/two-years-later-revisiting-taxonomy-cleantech 13

http://www.enterprise-ireland.com/
http://www.forfas.ie/
http://www.seai.ie/
http://www.renew-network.eu/
http://www.intel.ie/
http://www.ibm.com/ie/en/
http://www.glendimplex.com/
http://www.cylon.com/ie/
http://www.energysolutions.ie/
http://www.rediscoverycentre.ie/
http://www.m2c.ie/
http://www.esavecorp.com/
http://www.openlivinglabs.eu/
http://www.climate-kic.org/


The Green Way was founded by Ballymun Regeneration Ltd (BRL), Dublin Airport Authority 

(DAA), Dublin City Council (DCC), Dublin City University (DCU), Dublin Institute of 

Technology (DIT), Fingal County Council (FCC) and North Dublin Chamber of Commerce 

(NDCC). ESB and Magnet Telecoms are Corporate and Strategic Partners, respectively. 

Founders and Partners work with The Green Way to deliver its stated objectives and to 

create a thriving cleantech ecosystem. 

What are The Green Way’s objectives?

•	 To	be	a	world-class	cleantech	cluster

•	 To	be	a	voice	and	advocate	for	the	Irish	cleantech	sector

•	 To	drive	innovation	and	productivity	for	partners

•	 To	provide	business	supports	to	Irish	cleantech

Want to know more?

To	find	out	how	The	Green	Way	can	support	your	cleantech	

business	and	to	identify	opportunities	across	the	Irish	cleantech	

sector,	you’re	welcome	to	contact	us	at

www.thegreenway.ie  +353 1 5249801

Partners

Project Partners

http://www.brl.ie/
http://www.dcu.ie/
http://www.dit.ie/
http://www.daa.ie/
http://www.ndcc.ie/
http://www.fingalcoco.ie/
http://www.dublincity.ie/
http://www.esb.ie/
http://www.magnet.ie/
http://www.actionnewengland.org/

